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726

th
 Meeting – Thursday, September 8, 2016 

 

Social/Mineral Sales……………………6:30 PM 

Meeting………………………………….7:30 PM 

Program……………………... 8:00PM - 9:00PM 

 
PROGRAM 

 
“Brag Night” 

 
Speaker  

N/A 
 

Mineral Madness 

 
PURPOSE 

 
The North Jersey Mineralogical Society is a 

non-profit, educational organization founded in 1945 
whose goal is to bring together people with an interest in 
Earth Sciences in general and mineral studies in 
particular.  Guests and prospective members are always 
welcome.  Young people under 17 years of age are 
welcome to attend if accompanied by a parent or adult 
friend. 

 
FOR INFORMATION 

 

Jeff Wilson   973-293-7911 or buckwood4@yahoo.com 
Steve Wien nojms.newsletter@gmail.com 
If inclement weather might cause meeting 

cancellation, call the museum, one of the officers, or 
check the club website. If the meeting is not canceled, 
please use good judgment regarding the driving 
conditions in your area and if driving, be careful!

 
SEND DUES TO:         OFFICERS FOR 2016 
Arlene Castleman       President Jeff Wilson 
126 St. Rte. 46 – 40A      1st VP Ron Schulz 
Lodi, NJ 07664       2nd VP Dave Shapiro 
973-591-1942       Secretary Laura Brecka 
        Treasurer Arlene Castleman 
Individual members: $15.00   Assoc. Treas. Mike Machette 
Married couples: $20.00      Newsletter Steve Wien 
Family: $30.00       Trustees Bob Allen 
          Bryan Davis 
     Jess Jacobson 
 
 
 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
 

Hello, and I hope everyone had a wonderful summer. I 
know I did! Our September meeting will be our annual 
"Brag Night". This is the meeting where you can bring in 
your finds from the past spring and summer and show 
them off, or swap & sell. There will be no speaker at the 
September meeting.  
 

I am currently still working with the Midland Park 
Board of Ed to nail down our show dates for our Annual 
Show. As soon as the dates are finalized, we will begin 
advertising immediately. 
 

Our Fall Swap and Annual Club Picnic will be held the 
weekend of September 10 & 11 at the Sterling Hill 
Mining Museum in Ogdensburg. Saturday will be a One-
Day-Only Swap & Sell, and Sunday will be our club 
picnic, where attendees will also be treated to a free 
mine and museum tour, bar-b-que, and all-day collecting 
at Sterling Hill. Our tour is scheduled for 11:00. Please 
take note that there are two bridge closures near Sterling 
Hill. Passaic Ave is closed, as is County Rt.631 in 
Franklin, so everyone will have to come in from the 
Brooks Flats Road - Plant Street entrance. 
 

Dave has set up 4 great field trips for the fall season. We 
will be visiting Big Brook, National Limestone, 
Washington Mine, and Trilobite Ridge this fall. The trip 
schedule is posted on our website and in the newsletter. 
 

This past summer, I was treated to some incredible and 
different collecting opportunities, thanks to some great 
friends and fellow rockhounds. I visited new localities, 
revisited some places I had not been to in years, and 
visited some old standbys, and had great fun and scored 
some wonderful treasures. I was out there this summer! I 
visited Ellenville, NY for quartz crystals, Big Brook, 
Lake Saint Lawrence in Massena, NY for marine fossils, 
North Hero, Vermont for quartz crystals, Lake 
Champlain for slickenslides, Barton Mine for garnets, 
Ace of Diamonds mine for Herkimer Diamonds, The 
Herkimer Gem Show & Festival, and possibly the best 
collecting trip ever, Paradise Falls in Newport, NY for 
an EPIC Herkimer Diamond dig. Wow, what a summer! 
 

Finally, I wanted to pass along my personal condolences 
to the friends and Family of Jack Troy, who passed away 
on July 27. He will be missed by all.
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A Historic Caboose Finally Arrives at Sterling Hill! 

by Jeff Wilson 

 
Through a great donation from the Borough of Fanwood, 
The Sterling Hill Mining Museum has received delivery 
of a 1942 caboose to augment their outdoor displays. 
The caboose will be fully restored, and will stand 
proudly on the tracks in front of the pavillion, under the 
conveyor. The interior of the caboose will be fully 
refinished, and will contain displays of the local 
railroads, and their connections to the mining industry in 
the Franklin-Ogdensburg area. The exterior will be 
painted back to the caboose's original historic color and 
lettering. 
 
The caboose was built in 1942 by the Central Railroad of 
New Jersey (Jersey Central Lines). It was in constant 
service until 1976 when Conrail purchased the Central 
RR of NJ. It continued in service with Conrail until it 
was retired in the mid 1980's. It has been stored in 
Fanwood until the donation happened. The move to 
Ogdensburg took place in Mid-August and the 
restoration efforts have begun being led by Bill Kroth, 
Mike Pierce, and Tom Hauck. 
 

 
 

 

KIDS CORNER! 
by Jeff Wilson 

 

I came across a wonderful website the other day that is 
geared for kids, just starting their own mineral 
collections. It gives great information about minerals, 
how to collect them, label them, clean them, and display 
them. It has helpful hints about our hobby and activities 
for kids. 
 

The website even has a template for making your own 
mineral labels! (great for kids and adults!) 
 

With your parents OK, visit this really cool website and 
learn all about mineral and rock collecting! 
 

The website address is: <www.kidsloverocks.com> and 
is kid-friendly! 

 
 

NOTE FROM OUR EDITOR 
 

I hope you all enjoy this month’s newsletter!  I am still 
reaching out to everyone to request that you please send 
something in to me relating to rocks, fossils, minerals, 
gems and collecting in the field.  If you see an article, 
stumble upon news somewhere (it doesn’t have to be 
about New Jersey), or have photos of that “prize” 
possession, please send it in and I will be sure it gets in 
the newsletter.  Thank you all for your time. 

 
 

Purse State Park, MD Field Trip Report 
By Dave "Groundhog" Shapiro 

 
On Sat June 18th, members of NoJMS, FM-NJ, and 
Maryland Mineral Society headed down to Purse State 
Park in Nanjemoy, MD, nestled along the Potomac 
River, for some excellent fossil collecting.  Members 
who attended were:  "Groundhog" Dave Shapiro, "Little 
Frankie" Arrojado, George and "Lainie" Alaine Mack, 
Nicole and Juanita Rios, Glenn "Mr Coconut" 
Orzepowski and Li-Wan Chia, Dave and Elizabeth Wilt 
from FM-NJ, Pete Melillo, and from the Maryland club, 
Trigie and son Vaughn Ealey and Nicholas Walkosak.  
Robert Ertman from the Calvert Marine Museum Fossil 
Club was generous enough to guide us from the parking 
area down through a section of woods to the beach trail, 
where we walked along a shoreline studded with fossil-
packed cliffs of eroded sandstone and silt.  Turritella 
mollusk fossils were the pruize here, with their 
characteristic corkscrew shape, as well as a variety of 
shark teeth.  A few inch-long or bigger shark teeth were 
found, but mostly 1cm - or smaller ones were found.  
Vaughn, in particular, found an IMMENSE amount of 
them!!  Also a few pieces of petrified wood and 
freshwater snail shells were found along the shore, as the 
river has a VERY LARGE freshwater input to the point 
of the river being almost all fresh, not even brackish.  
 
 A great time was had by all, and the majority of us 
stayed at the LaQuinta Inn in Waldorf MD, about 45min 
from the Park site.  It should be noted that several 
members had "issues" with their rooms at the hotel, from 
"Little Lrankie" Arrojados "wall boogers", lack of 
garbage can, and miniscule shower that even he couldnt 
fit into, to George and "Lainie" Alaine's "trick shower 
spigot and drain stopper", To Trigie Ealeys sleepless 
night due to being, unfortunately, adjacent to a room 
where a couple was having a LOUD domestic dispute, 
eventually resulting in Medics coming and wheeling a 
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lady into an ambulance in the morning.  With tongue 
planted firmly in cheek, I laughed and said "Gee, no 
problems with MY ROOM!!" 

 
 

Crystal Cave Field Trip Report 
By Dave "Groundhog" Shapiro 

 
On Sat July 9th, 7 of us from NOJMS and FM-NJ 
trekked out to Kutztown Pa to visit Crystal Cave, in the 
heart of Penn Dutch country.  Weather was VERY iffy, 
with on and off rain showers, so cave was IDEAL 4 us!  
In attendance were : "Groundhog" Dave Shapiro, Mike 
"Mr Boca" Machette, Mike "the Pie Man" Dunton with 
wife Deb, Jim Currie with wife Diane, and Justin 
Spitzer, 1st VP of Friends of Mineralogy NJ ch. (FM-
NJ).  All of us thoroughly enjoyed the hour-long cave 
tour at this famous locality. 

 
 

Herkimer, Ace of Diamonds & Paradise Falls Field 

Trip Reports: The Summer of the Herks!! 
by Jeff Wilson 

  
I made 3 different ventures this summer to the Herkimer 
Diamond region of Central New York State on July 16. 
First, was my visit to the 2nd Annual Herkimer Gem & 
Mineral Show, which was held this year at the Herkimer 
High School. The show was really nice, with plenty of 
dealers offering a wide variety of treasures. The crowds 
were very good, for only the 2nd year of the show. I was 
treated to a lecture from Dr. David Hoisington, who is 
the premier Herkimer Diamond expert, and has affected 
the newest research and understanding on the mystery of 
how, when and why these amazing gems formed. The 
lecture was incredibly entertaining and educational. The 
show organizer, Billie Jo Davis, did a wonderful job, and 
this show holds great promise to continue to grow and 
get even better! 
 
My second trip was to the Ace of Diamonds mine for the 
NoJMS Field Trip. It was a hot but dry day, and with a 
steady breeze all day, it was quite nice. This trip was a 
blast. The owners of Ace opened up some new collecting 
areas for us to explore. We collected from all 3 levels of 
the mine. Our crew collected a nice array of Herks, some 
in matrix, as well as dolomite crystals, calcite, and 
carbon (anthraxolite) crystals. They also opened up a 
new massive sluice, where attendees could screen for 
Herks from mine run piles. This was a great, relaxing 
cool down after a long day of breaking hard rock! I 
collected several small loose crystals, as well as 3 very 
nice larger matrix pieces. We all had a great time! 
 

My third trip was on a private, guided collecting trip to a 
"New" location for Herkimer Diamonds, called Paradise 
Falls. This is a private collecting site where the owners 
offer a limited number of guided collecting trips over the 
summer, called Hike-N-Digs, where you can collect 
prolific amounts of Herks without the back-breaking 
hard rock mining of the commercial operations! A 
guided dig costs $100 per person for an 8-hour dig, and I 
can honestly say it is well worth every penny. I went on 
our dig with Ron, Jess, Dave and Paul from the club and 
it was EPIC!!! The Herks are literally found in the dirt, 
right there in the forest. All you have to do is rake 
through the dirt and the Herks just pop out right in front 
of your eyes! The crystals were deposited there due to a 
glacial phenomenon that deposited huge volumes of 
these crystals in a relatively small area. The collecting 
was amazing, and wherever we explored, we found 
crystals! And LOTS of them!! It was one of the best 
collecting trips I have ever been on. Our hosts and 
guides, Joel Davis and Billie Jo Davis were great and 
made our stay very enjoyable. We have vowed to return 
again!!  
 
Before this summer, I have only owned a few Herkimer 
Diamonds, most of them I bought. This summer offered 
me the opportunity to successfully collect a large amount 
of these wonderful gems, and that I did!!

 
 

The Passing of Senior Member, Jack Troy 

 
Jack Troy has passed away after a long illness. Jack was 
an original member of NoJMS, serving in every aspect 
of club leadership, including several terms as club 
president, field trip leader, and newsletter editor. Jack 
was 83. He was born on June 23, 1930 in Fort Lee, NJ. 
Jack attended the Colorado School of Mines, after 
graduating Fort Lee High School. Jack was also a 
Korean War Vet. Jack was a great friend and an 
important part of the history of our club. He will be 
missed. 
 
 

 

September 10, 2016 

Sterling Hill Mining Museum 

Ogdensburg, NJ 
 

Annual Fall North Jersey Swap & Sale 

 

30 Plant St., Ogdenburg, NJ 

Sat.: 9am-5pm (ONE DAY ONLY!) 

See website for more details! 
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FIELD TRIP SCHEDULE FOR 2016 

 
Sept. 11, 2016 - Annual Club Picnic/Mine 
Tour/Collecting day at Sterling Hill Mining Museum in 
Ogdensburg. Meet at the pavillion at 10am. Mine tour at 
11:00. Collecting all day. BBQ starts at 12:30. 
Members-Only Swap & Sell all day!!! 
 
Sept. 18, 2016 - Big Brook/Ramenessen Creek to collect 
Shark Teeth - Meet at Cheesequake Service Area on the 
Garden State Parkway at 8:30am. Bring old shoes, 
shovel, sifting screen, food & drink 
 
Oct. 8, 2016 - National Limestone Quarries - Our annual 
fall trip to our dear friends in Pennsylvania for incredible 
collecting opportunities in both quarries. Meet at the 
quarry in Middleburg at 10am, or at the Mall in Dover at 
6:45am. Dave will have handouts at the Sept. club 
meeting. 
 
Oct. 16, 2016 - Washington Mines in Otisville, NY. 
Visit these historic lead mines and collect Galena, 
Sphalerite, Pyrite, Quartz, and other minerals. LIMITED 
TO 10 MEMBERS!!! Sign up with Dave S. 
 
Nov. 5, 2016 - Trilobite Ridge, Montague, NJ to collect 
trilobite fossils. LIMITED TO 15 MEMBERS. Sign up 
with Dave S. 
 
Details will be available on our club website, at 
upcoming club meetings or you can contact Dave 
Shapiro at dshapiro33@gmail.com 
 
Check our website often for trip updates! 

 
 

MINUTES OF THE 725
th

 NoJMS MEETING 

 
The meeting was called to order by Jeff Wilson, the 
President, on Thursday, June 9, 2016. 
 
The business portion of the meeting was not extensive.  
There were reminders that: 

• The monthly club meetings are not held during 
July and August, so the next time we reconvene 
will be Thursday, September 8, 2016.   

• The club picnic, tour and collecting trip at the 
Sterling Hill Mining Museum will be held on 
Sunday, September 11, 2016.   

 
Dave Shapiro had set up a table with information and 
forms regarding the scheduled field trips.  We are 
fortunate to have many outings to anticipate. 
 

The Mineral Madness drawing afforded those who were 
selected a choice of a specimen or a bag of carnelians. 
 
The speaker for the evening was Glenn Rhein.  He 
presented “Amity, NY Minerals/Geology.”  Amity 
which means “friendship,” was first settled around 1804 
and has a total area of 34.6 square miles.  Glenn bought 
a house in Amity and discovered that his property is a 
treasure trove of minerals.  This initiated his interest in 
collecting and identifying. 
 
Glenn shared his photographs of the many specimens 
such as diopside, fluorapatite, spinels, scapolite, marble 
with graphite spheres, etc.  We could all be envious of 
the convenience of collecting by merely walking into the 
backyard.  Previously, Glenn had been more than 
generous in permitting club members to participate in 
collecting on his property. 
 
Now is the time to start collecting with the advent of the 
summer season and in the fall hopefully everyone will 
have special items to present at “Brag Night.” 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Laura Brecka, Secretary 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

September 10, 2016 – Ogdensburg, NJ – NoJMS Fall 

Swap & Sale at Sterling Hill Mining Museum (Note: 

one day only!) 

September 11, 2016 - Ogdensburg, NJ – NoJMS Club 

Picnic, Tour & Collecting Trip at Sterling Hill 

Mining Museum; Starts at 10:00a.m. - Mine tour - 

10:30am, Picnic - 12:00pm, Collecting all day. 

September 17 & 18, 2016 - May's Landing, NJ - Cape 
Atlantic Rockhounds Annual Fall Show 

September 24 & 25, 2015 - Franklin, NJ - Annual 
Autumn Show & Swap, Franklin School 

September 24 & 25, 2015 - Ogdensburg, NJ - Annual 
Sterling Hill Garage Sale 

October 1, 2016 – Fall Mineralfest - Macungie, 
Pennsylvania - 66th semi-annual Mineralfest
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NOTE FROM OUR TREASURER 

 
Please fill out the enclosed membership application from 
the back of the newsletter and mail it with a check or 
bring to the next club meeting.  We need you to please 
pay your dues via check as we have a lot of fun activities 
planned for this year. Please note the change in dues.  
Thank you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CLASSIFIEDS 

 
Large Life-Long Mineral & Lapidary Collection FOR 
SALE 
 
Includes Lapidary equipment of all kinds and Jewelry 
Making Supplies 
 
Collector/Seller is a former member of the Bergen 
County Mineral Society, and Teacher of Lapidary Arts 
in Luther College in Teaneck, NJ 
 
Interested Parties Contact: Larry Klein at 201-385-4755 
 
Located in Bergenfield, NJ 
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Supplemental (E-Newsletter Only) 

 
Ramanessin Brook Field Trip Photos – June 25, 2016 

Photos by Johan “Mr. Calcite” Maertens 
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Ramanessin Brook Field Trip Photos – June 25, 2016 

Photos by Dave “Groundhog” Shapiro 

 

 
Our gang at Ramanessin Brook trailhead. 

 

 
Mike and Lynn Wright from FM-NJ are all smiles in the brook. 
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Paul R., Dave "DudeSter" Miller, David Mailman and Erin Jowasias all forage for fossils a little downstream. 

 
 

 
Tim "MoleRat" and Mark Hollister pick their digging hole. 
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Mr Calcite Johan teams up with Isabelle Mailman for fossil screening. 

 

 
Meeting of the minds as Mr Calcite and Mike "Mr Boca" Machette collaborate on one of Isabelle's finds. 
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Ray vertebrae found by Tim "MoleRat" Hollister.  Several were found that day. 

 
 

 
A Southern Leopard Frog joins our group.  Thanks to Mr Calcite for the I.D. 
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Purse State Park, Maryland Field Trip Photos – June 25, 2016 

Photos by Dave “Groundhog” Shapiro 
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Crystal Cave, PA Field Trip Photos – July 9, 2016 

Photos by Dave “Groundhog” Shapiro 

 

 
Our gang at the entrance to the cave.  As you can see, there is a variety of clothing items as everyone has a different 

comfort zone for the 54 degree cave. 

 
A cascade of yellowish to pinkish glistening flowstone 
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A large vertical region of mixed flowstone and travertine, with lots of books 
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Travertine flaps ranging in color from tan to off-green dangle from a wall of flowstone 
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Herkimer, Ace of Diamonds & Paradise Falls Field Trip Photos 
Photos by Jeff Wilson 
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The North Jersey Mineralogical SocietyThe North Jersey Mineralogical SocietyThe North Jersey Mineralogical SocietyThe North Jersey Mineralogical Society    

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIMEMBERSHIP APPLICATIMEMBERSHIP APPLICATIMEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONONONON    

 

Name of Applicant ________________________________________ 

Address _________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

Telephone Contact ________________________________________ 

E-Mail __________________________________________________ 

Additional Family Members _________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

Today's Date _____/_____/_____ 

 

Renewal _____    New Membership_____  

Individual Membership $15_____              Couple $20_____ 

Family Membership $30 (2 Adults, up to 3 kids)_____ 

If you would like to join The North Jersey Mineralogical Society, Please fill out this form, enclose form and check 

for dues, and mail to: 

Arlene Castleman, Treasurer   126 US Route 46 East - 40A   Lodi, NJ 07644-3630 

NoJMS is a 501(c)3 Non Profit Educational Organization. Your dues pay for membership in the Eastern Federation, 

and pays for your insurance which allows us to attend field trips, shows, and events. Membership entitles you to 

our club newsletter, club patch, membership card, and participation in club field trips, shows, events, and parties. 

 


